Questions To Ask Your Physician Regarding A Biopsy
In addition to personal experience, the following questions have been adapted from www.medicine.net and www.komen.org.  They can help guide your discussions with your doctor concerning a biopsy (print these and take them with you to your doctor's visit): 
TYPE OF BIOPSY

1. What type of biopsy will I have and why do you recommend this type?
2. Can the diagnosis be established by any alternative methods? 
3. Can the lump be aspirated (the fluid drained or a small number of cells removed) with a needle?  How reliable is a needle biopsy?

PREPARATION FOR BIOPSY

4. How is the biopsy done and how safe is the procedure? 
5. What medications should I avoid before the biopsy and for how long?
6. Am I restricted in any other ways?
PROCEDURE 

7. Where will the biopsy be performed?
8. Is the procedure painful? Is a local or general anesthesia involved? 
9. Will the entire lump be removed or just part of it?
10. How many samples will be removed? 
11. How large is the tissue fragment to be removed? 
12. What will I feel during the procedure? 
13. How long will the biopsy or aspiration take?  
AFTER EFFECTS 

14. When will I be able to return to my normal routine? (i.e., drive, go back to work, do household chores). 
15. Are there any aftereffects of a biopsy? If so, what are they?(i.e., tenderness, pain, scarring; numbness along the scar).
RESULTS

16. After the biopsy, how soon will I know the results, and how will I be informed?

17. Who will interpret the biopsy? 

18. What information do you hope to gain from the biopsy? What is the likelihood that the biopsy will establish a diagnosis? 
19. Are there other tests I should do or can do to confirm the biopsy results?
20. How do I obtain a copy of the biopsy results for my records?
FOLLOW-UP
21. When can I resume my usual medications?
22. If cancer is found, who will talk with me about my treatment options and when must I make a decision regarding my treatment choices? 
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